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honourable and learned gentleman apparently thinks it
consistent with the great office he holds, and with his high
position in the profession and in this House, to come down
now and say, c I told you on a previous occasion that black
was black, and now I tell you that black is white.' Is it any
wonder that our profession is almost universally held in
contempt by successive Houses ? Anything more preposter-
ous than the line that has been taken by His Majesty's
Government with reference to the amendment I can hardly
conceive, and it is all the more preposterous because we
know what is the claim of honourable members below the
gangway, a claim for immunity. The Government had that
claim before them, and they came down to this House, and
through the mouth of the Attorney-General denounced,
in language which I will not myself dare to use, the proposal
for the abolition of the rule of law that the wrongdoer should
be made to redress his wrong. . . . Such a policy the Royal
Commission declared would be opposed to the very idea of
law, order, and justice. And what does the honourable and
learned gentleman the Attorney-General do, who is account-
able to the House for law, order, and justice ? I do not envy
the position of the honourable and learned gentleman. Even
with the emoluments of office, I should be sorry to be in the
position of the Attorney-General who now proposes that
which he has before denounced, and which a Royal Com-
mission has declared to be opposed to the very idea of law,
order, and justice." As if spurning the whole Liberal Front
Bench, he turned to the Labour members. " I do not pick
any quarrel with the honourable members below the gang-
way. They know what they want. Indeed, I respect them;
but, for my part, I believe that no one should be beyond
the scope of the law. ... To me personally, and to my
constituency, it matters nothing. If I have any interest in it
at all, it is in the litigation which I foresee will necessarily
arise on this Bill,59
When the Bill was completed in committee, and was re-
ported to the House, Carson took occasion, to the surprise of
his friends, to congratulate the House on having reached
another stage in this Bill. But his congratulations were deeply